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MESSAGE

.fro1n Dect11 Can1i11ker

D

uring the past six months I've driven
across the state and flown around the
country and even the world to meet with
many hundreds, surely by now thousands, of
Michigan Law School alumni and families.
Airport security obstacle courses aside, it's
been great fun. Over breakfast bagels and
after-dinner drinks and every imaginable meal
in-between (including Rose Bowl peanuts,
sigh), I've enjoyed getting to know you and
sharing news of the Law School with you. And
I've learned a great deal from you through
your questions and comments: how your legal
training helped enable and shape your various
career trajectories; how the practice of law has
changed and the impact of such change on the
challenges facing legal education today; and
what you view as the most important aspirations for the Law School at the beginning of
the 21st century.
These gatherings have confirmed what I
have long heard : that our graduates form and
maintain a very special relationship with this
School and the people within it. The relationship begins with the lifelong value of the
rigorous legal education you received here.
Indeed, most of you still capitalize on that
experience in your professional careers, and all
of you draw some confidence and inspiration
from your days in the Quad.
But as you've regaled me with story after
story of your travails here, it's become increasingly clear to me that there's much more to
it than just your gratitude for a top-notch
legal education. At the heart of the matter is a
personal connection to the institution and the
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people you met here. Virtually everyone
has a special memory of a particularly
enlightening - or horrifying - experience in the classroom or a Crease Ball
or Halloween costume party or some
other social event in the Lawyers Club
(maybe even involving donkeys, I hear).
And virtually everyone still maintains
some connections to former classmates,
as friends, business associates, and perhaps
even clients.
But the most inspirational and gripping
stories you share concern the faculty,
those special men and, increasingly,
women who have made such significant
and long-lasting impressions on you. I've
heard tales of the greats of the 1940s and
each succeeding generation, leaders in
their fields and larger-than-life figures
in the classroom. And while the names
change the traditions continue; for every
Hart Wright there is a Doug Kahn; for
every Ralph Aigler there is a J. J. White;
for every Paul Kauper there is a Tom. And
then there's Yale.
Almost all of you ask about Yale
Kamisar, knowing that he retired this past
December. He taught his last class here
on December 3rd. As is traditional, the
entire faculty joined his students for the
last part of the class by filing in the back
and watching the master at work. When
he finished, and the curtain fell for the
last time (I mean on Yale, rather than on a
hapless student), the faculty engaged in its
traditional "clap-out," leading the students

in a standing ovation as Yale exited the
room. Not a dry eye in Hutchins Hall.
We also celebratedYale's many scholarly
accomplishments at a dinner reception,
which unsurprisingly turned into a roast.
Bookended by a doctored audiotape
of the Miranda oral argument before
the Supreme Court suggesting that
the Justices were bent on ruling in the
manner most conducive to advancing
Yale's scholarly career, and a search by
uniformed officers who discovered some
apparent contraband in a bag underneath
Yale's chair, the faculty regaled each other
with stories - few of which needed
embellishment - ofYale 's public accomplishments and private escapades. (My
favorite characterizations, both offered by
Ted St. Antoine, were that Yale was capable
at any time of"auto-provocation" into an
argument with himself, and that Yale is a
"bull who carries around his own china
shop").
Most memorable of all was the
recounting of the many ways in which
Yale was truly an intellectual leader of his
generation, how he repeatedly influenced
public discourse and decisionmaking on
critical social issues of the day through his
academic articles and casebooks, through
his public op-ed and other advocacy
pieces, and through his contribution to
generations of students' own sense of
mission. Yale made an inestimable contribution to our nation's efforts to grapple
with such societal quandaries as police-

suspect interactions, physician-assisted
suicide, and, most recently, governmental
responses to terrorist threats. In this
sense, Yale truly exemplifies one of the
central aspirations of the Law School
- to study vexing issues of the day, and
to contribute (both directly through the
published word and indirectly through
empowering and inspiring students) to the
public weal by offering solutions or wise
counsel.
Without a doubt, Yale is one-of-a-kind.
And yet, I've heard many of you describe
other faculty in similar terms. The truth is,
while the individuals change, the greatness
of the faculty continues on. And, while
the names may be less familiar, there are
professors here today who are equally
talented, equally driven to make the world
a better place through their study of and
influence on the law and legal institutions,
and almost equally memorable personalities.
As I continue my travels around the
country and the world, and as I write
columns and letters, I will share with
you some of the specific actions we are
undertaking and some of the specific challenges we confront as we ensure that the
Yale Kamisars of the future are part of this
faculty. No dean can have a higher priority.
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